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probably wise not to press for further intervention but to leave
the schools to put their own houses in order. The autonomy of
the schools was saved, and in the following years many of the
recommendations of the Commission were adopted and the
curriculum became more varied and flexible. Thus, at Eton,
Dr. Hornby introduced teaching in French, German, history,
physics, chemistry, and zoology, and boys who were in the uppei
forms were given considerable choice in selecting the subjects they
wished to study.
Perhaps the most striking effect of the Commission was to be
seen in the developments at Harrow. There are records which
prove the existence of a school at Harrow as early as 1384 It was
flourishing at the time of Mary, and the records of Cains College,
Cambridge, contain the names of three undergraduates who had
attended the school at Harrow in the days of Elizabeth's reign.
The school was rcfoundcd by John Lyon (de novo erigere) in 1572,
and the Lyonian Statutes were drawn up in that year and elabor-
ated in 1591 (Orders, Statutes and Rides).1 The original statutes
sufficed for the government of the school until 1868, by which time
they had outgrown their usefulness. The Act of 1868 reconstituted
the Board of Governors, and the out-of-date statutes were replaced
by regulations more suited to modern conditions. The changes
were not completed until 1874 The most important innovation
was the establishment of a Modern Side under II. E. Bowcn, who
is best known to the general public as the writer of the Harrow
School Song, Forty Years On. Boys allocated to the Modern Side
studied Latin, but their curriculum included history, modern
languages, mathematics, and natural science. Bowen was well
supported by his headmaster, Henry Montagu Butler, who ensured
that the Modern Side should not be a soft option by ruling that only
boys who had a good record on the Classical Side should be
admitted,2 Butler's successor, J, E. C Welldon, did not continue
this policy, and much to Bowen's disgust treated the Modern Side
as a refuge for those who had not been successful in their classical
studies. Eventually, in 1893, this led to Bowen's resignation from
the control of the Modern Side, though he continued to teach the
upper forms until his death in 1901. Bowen's experiment had,
1 The statutes of 1591 are given in full by E. D. Laborde in his Harrow
School, Appendix A, Winchester Publications, 1948,
2 Bowen *s ideas on the Modern Side are given in the *' Memorandum on the
Modern Side," in W. E. Bowen, Edward Bowen, pp. 103-15, Longmans Green,
1902.